
 Alaska Avalanche School 

AAS Avalanche Course Gear List 
Snowmachine Courses 

  
AAS students must be prepared for a variety of challenging conditions during the outside field portions of our 
courses. Depending on conditions, you may not need or use every single item listed below. Your time outside 
may fluctuate between periods of inactivity (standing for a demonstration or viewing and discussing terrain and 
snow conditions) and high activity backcountry travel. Courses head out into the field in all weather conditions. 
Students should be prepared for snow, rain, wind, sun, arctic temperatures and everything in between. Please 
check the weather before your course for the areas you’ll be travelling. 
Please feel free to contact the AAS office if you have any questions about this list. Our AAS office in 
Anchorage has a small avalanche specialty retail store. All proceeds from item sales directly support 
our non-profit mission. Gear available in the store is denoted with an asterisk below(*). Our office 
staff can assist you with the pros and cons of gear on the market to help you find the correct items for this 
course and later backcountry travel. If needed, we also rent Beacons, shovels, and probes. 
  

Technical Equipment: required for all field portions of the course   
____Beacon*: Digital, three antenna with fresh  batteries. Beacon must be less than 5 years old. AAS 
choice: Pieps Powder BT.   
____Probe*: Must be at least 300cm. A quality probe will have wire cable threaded through with a simple 
locking mechanism. AAS choice: Black Diamond Quickdraw Carbon 320cm Probe.   
____Shovel*: Must be a metal backcountry avalanche shovel. No plastic shovels. Avoid cheap shovels such 
as brands sold at Costco and Fred Meyer. AAS choice: Black Diamond Transfer 3 or BCA B2-EXT.     
____Snow Saw*: Required. Handy in the snowpit and doubles as an alder-cutting saw.  AAS choice: 
Primo Snow & Avalanche, El Profesional. G3 BoneSaw. Silky Big Boy 360mm.   
____Inclinometer*: Any type. This may be included in a compass, as a swinging weight on a plastic card 
or bubble type. AAS choice: AAS inclinometer card. 
  
____Extended Column Test Cord* 3 meters of 2mm cord with overhand knots every 15 cm. 
  
____Mountain Sled: Reliable and current registration.  Recommend 600cc minimum. 
 
____Helmet: Full Face DOT or SNELL approved. 
 
____Goggles: Good fit with your helmet.  Spare pair recommended 

 
Rentals: Beacon: $35/ course  ---  Probe: $7.50/ course ---  Shovel: $7.50/ course 
 
Day Pack/ Tunnel bag Essentials   
____Backpack: This needs to be big enough to carry all of your gear inside your pack for the field portion 
of the course. Can supplement with a tunnel bag but shovel, probe and other essentials must be carried 
in a backpack. 
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____Lunch: High calorie food to keep you going all day in the backcountry.  Bring plenty. There is not 
typically a designated lunch break. Instead we eat at short breaks throughout the field session.   
____Water Bottle: 1 liter (minimum) or a Thermos with hot liquids.   
____Sunglasses: Good to have even in mid-winter as a backup to your goggles.   
____Headlamp: Bring extra batteries. AAA alkaline to match your beacon batteries.   
____Extra Clothing: Spare gloves, socks and a warm puffy jacket. Be prepared for all types of weather 
to include snow, wind, rain or sun.   
____Notebook and Pencil:  AAS choice: Pit Book or Write in the rain pocket notebook.   
____Hand/Foot Warmers: Optional. These are helpful during blustery cold days.   
____First Aid Kit: Optional. A small simple kit for blisters and cuts. Ibuprofen, Tylenol, personal 
prescriptions, etc. Instructors will have a larger kit on hand. 
 
____Small tool kit: Tailor for your own snowmachine. 
 
____Spare Belt: To fit your snowmachine. 
  
 ____Elastic Ski Straps: Useful for lashing gear or field repairs.  AAS choice: Titan Straps 

 
Clothing  
 
Synthetic and wool layers dry out quickly and they do not lose their warmth even when damp. Dress in 
layers for best ability to control your temperature and comfort throughout the day.  No cotton. 
  
____Long Underwear Top and Bottom: Light to mid-weight synthetic or wool.   
____Mid-Weight Top and Bottom: Polartec or light fleece top. Bottoms for extra cold conditions.   
____Hard Shell Top and Bottom: Wind and waterproof/breathable with Gore-Tex or equivalent brands. 
Pants should fit over boots. 
   
____Puffy coat:  Extra insulation on those cold days.  Down or synthetic down. Your parka should fit over 
all of your other layers and be warm. This is helpful when standing around outdoors on the field portion of 
the course. Bring two if it is to be extra cold or if you tend to get cold easily (a light one and a medium).  
____Socks: Synthetic or wool. Make sure they fit comfortably with the boots you will be wearing.   ____Boots: Ensure they are warm and comfortable enough to stand around in the cold for an hour or more. A good pair of boots is essential to being happy outside on cold days. If you have any doubts, spend a day outside in cold temperatures testing them before the course. Please break in your boots to avoid cold feet and blisters. 
 
____Warm Hat: Fleece or wool.   
____Face Mask: AAS choice: Buff   
____Gloves/Mittens: Bring a few pairs of varying warmth. Often gloves will get wet when digging 
snowpits.   
____Glove liners: Important for warmth when taking notes, packing, etc.   
____Puffy Pants: Or puff skirt. Optional. This is a parka for your legs and good for sub-zero temps.   
  
Required for Level 2 and Pro Courses, Optional for Level 1 Courses   
____Field Data Notebook*: AAS recommends the Snowpit Technologies Field Notebook.   
____SWAG Book*: Snow, Weather and Avalanche Observation Guidelines (SWAG). 3RD Edition, 2016.   
____Compass: Some compasses have an inclinometer built in. 
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____Mechanical Pencil: Bring a couple. 
  
____Magnifying Lens/Loupe*: Foldable or microscope style. AAS choice: CARSON monocular   
____Crystal Card: AAS choice: Snowmetrics   
____Folding Ruler or Marked Probe*: marked in centimeters. 
 


